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Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church

Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church is the largest and first African American Catholic Church in Lexington, Kentucky and is

also one of the oldest black Catholic churches in Kentucky. Prior to 1887 there was no African American Catholic church to

help serve the black community of Lexington. In order to change this, a school was founded in 1887 on the corner of

Fourth Street and Jefferson Street as a way to address the problems facing the black Catholic community. This location is

still the location of the present day church and school. 

Four years after the creation of the school, a small chapel was built in 1891 and was named to honor Saint Peter Claver, a

Jesuit priest who had converted many Africans to Catholicism (see more on this at the Knights of Peter Claver website –

Lexington’s chapter is Court #233). This was the beginning of the first formalized Catholic Church for the African

American community in Lexington. This small chapel on the second floor of the school served as the place of worship for

the community for 57 years, until in 1947 construction on a new building began. Father Frederick Bamberger was the

priest at the time of construction and the building was fully erected by December of 1948. The building operates as the

church today and is positioned directly next to the old school building.

The original school that was formed in 1887 was established by the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth and despite being run by

Catholics only 20 of the original 296 students were actually Catholic. In 1942, the Sisters of Divine Providence took over

the school and in 1948 a Catholic High School was created and lasted until the end of segregation and schools became

integrated. The church was also the original home of the Montessori School that is now located on Leestown Road and is

named the Providence Montessori.
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Dr. James Perkins said on April 13, 2017

The history of Black Churches in Lexington i s very intriguing and provides individuals with

information on landmarks, history of ownership, land development and a basis to move forward to the

future with knowledge and resources.

Reply

Leave a reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Name *

Email *

Website

Post Comment

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

Universal Child Care, Maternal

Employment, and Children's Long-

Run Outcomes: Evidence from the

U.S. Lanham Act of 1940 | Chris M.

Herbst (December 2013)

The One Time That The U.S. Had

Universal Childcare, WWII | Lanham

Act #KYwomen

Crowd of nearly 10,000 gathered at

civil rights event in Lexington in 1867

| Neighbors | Kentucky.com

Kentucky Women - Search Results -

The Civil Rights History Project:

Survey of Collections and

Repositories (The American Folklife

Center, Library of Congress)

Civil Rights History Project: Survey

of Collections and Repositories (The

American Folklife Center, Library of

Congress)

Kentucky Writers Hall of Fame 2014

| WUKY podcasts included

Anne Braden: Southern Patriot

(movie transcript)

Ideas

19th Amendment 1920s
1930s 1950s 1960s 1970s

African-American Alice

Wilson Anne Braden
Audrey Grevious
Brown v. Board of
Education Citizenship

Civil Rights
Civil Rights
Movement CORE
discrimination Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.

education Emma
Guy Cromwell equal
rights feminism Fisk

University gender equity
Georgia Davis Powers human

rights Inequality
integration
Kentucky Kentucky

Commission on Human Rights
Kentucky Female Orphan School

Lexington
Louisville Mae
Street Kidd NAACP
oral history protests racism

segregated schools
Segregation
suffrage Suzy Post The Maid

Narratives University
of Kentucky woman

suffrage Women in the
South

http://black%20bottom%20inc/
http://www.stpeterclaver.wv.catholicweb.com/index.cfm/NewsItem?ID=124648
http://www.kofpc.org/
http://home.catholicweb.com/kofpc/index.cfm/NewsItem?id=247044
http://www.kywcrh.org/voices/churches
http://black%20bottom%20inc/
http://www.kywcrh.org/voices/churches/east-second-street-christian-church?replytocom=333609#respond
https://akismet.com/privacy/
http://ftp.iza.org/dp7846.pdf
http://thinkprogress.org/economy/2014/09/30/3573844/lanham-act-child-care/
http://www.kentucky.com/2014/07/14/3336147/crowd-of-nearly-10000-gathered.html
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/civilrights/survey/search_results.php?search_term=Kentucky+women&search_type=ALL&Submit=SEARCH
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/civilrights/survey/index.php?loclr=blogloc
http://wuky.org/kentucky-writers-hall-fame-2014
http://www.newsreel.org/transcripts/Anne-Braden-Southern-Patriot-transcript.pdf
https://groups.diigo.com/group/kywcrh/rss
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/19th-amendment
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/1920s
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/1930s
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/1950s
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/1960s
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/1970s
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/african-american
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/alice-wilson
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/anne-braden
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/audrey-grevious
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/brown-v-board-of-education
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/citizenship
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/civil-rights
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/civil-rights-movement
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/core
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/discrimination
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/dr-martin-luther-king-jr
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/education
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/emma-guy-cromwell
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/equal-rights
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/feminism
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/fisk-university
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/gender-equity
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/georgia-davis-powers
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/human-rights
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/inequality
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/integration
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/kentucky
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/kentucky-commission-on-human-rights
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/kentucky-female-orphan-school
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/lexington
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/louisville
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/mae-street-kidd
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/naacp
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/oral-history
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/protests
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/racism
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/segregated-schools
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/segregation
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/suffrage
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/suzy-post
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/the-maid-narratives
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/university-of-kentucky
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/woman-suffrage
http://www.kywcrh.org/archives/tag/women-in-the-south

