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CRIME

The scandals referenced in the letter are separate issues but have both

led to new calls for Aymond to step down.

NEW ORLEANS — A group of New Orleans church leaders has penned an open letter on

behalf of the archdiocese's 335 active priests in support of Archbishop Gregory Aymond as he

steers the organization through two new, sexually explicit scandals involving priests. 

The letter, dated Friday was signed by the chairmen of the Council of Deans and the

Presbetyreal Council. 
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"We emphatically support Archbishop Aymond and his leadership of our local church," the letter

reads. 

The scandals referenced in the letter are separate issues but have both led to new calls for

Aymond to step down.

In one case, a priest in St. Tammany Parish was arrested after being caught having sex with two

dominatrixes on the altar of his Pearl River church. Aymond called the acts "demonic" and had

the old alter burned before consecrating a new one. 

But days before that incident came to light, the church was rocked by another child abuse

claim, this time from the priest involved himself. 

Rev. Pat Wattigny reportedly disclosed to Aymond that he had sexually abused a minor in 2013.

Aymond removed Wattigny from public ministry and added him to the archdiocese’s list of

clergy whom the church believes have credible accusations of molestation against them.

“When he informed us of the sexual abuse of a minor which occurred in Dec. 2013, I

immediately removed him from ministry…reported it to civil authorities…and made a public

announcement,” Aymond said. “There was no prior accusation and we knew nothing about the

abuse before Oct. 1.”

About four months before Wattigny disclosed to the Archdiocese of New Orleans that he

sexually abused a minor in 2013, he resigned from his post as chaplain at Pope John Paul II

High School because he sent a series of text messages to a student this year that violated

diocesan policies, according to church officials.

The recent scandals have added to the black marks on the church in recent years, with more

than 60 clergy members now on a list of those with credible allegations of sexual abuse against

them. 

Ad closed by 

Report this ad

Ad choices

Ads By Connatix

this day in history

this day in history

https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=KUgfsyr8f18altoOUUo2d6QNYUm7eSNqQI_qQYm5irgKq4Iu3dBanQHEp5V9vrogOJ8V7pt3hnSJvScuFw1VlspMLmtiF-9GeJM5fhp3Mri9k0zfF7DCzC80ALzG1IKaTPaRLvYTwrYFafy9_b446X0hmLXvegEf1XH5odSuHHbwvNeDfl8KnN1zTiF02RHY6KfXBeCf5eDf0oHSs65uohUdKTqt1pU4N8-Y87DAuHcQve48f7tK-Ju5ux_0ROicsyvBW48tsgggDEynA37EevuW7D-6-TsJ4KtR3tALx0SVtnXnxn7Q-YojYWrtX1K0OhvhQKnhxSMp2OHp35lAQ9wKweow3kRFp4Nz6hvbBRoQji1KGrIu6Az1yk0rqcCnXw48NC4eFV52QaTBZ6P0jLci4fsukY8hZIL70DD0Su9FJf3ooZi3ALoSy57KGJX_Hy4j5QmCoxcW18T_L5dtU-8w1wA&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1stdibs.com%2F%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay_us-pdp-criteo-non-exclusive%26utm_content%3Dd
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=KdISbyr8f18altoOUUo2d6QNYUm7eSNqQI_qQYm5irgKq4Iu3dBanQHEp5V9vrogOJ8V7pt3hnSJvScuFw1VlspMLmtiF-9GeJM5fhp3Mri9k0zfF7DCzC80ALzG1IKaTPaRLvYTwrYFafy9_b446X0hmLXvegEf1XH5odSuHHbwvNeD50KEqxIcdpUkGK3wgHTHtBhKgcm289jmyJECXjvDMfYEi0MO26h1hzfz7tqDKXWHTsu5FLvGZcwSYsHGv7KIJKbYNKlfuVT23GwMLPJT0cxqC_f0VOvGNSc25SUmnHX-6Ay7R5FSyeOlXTU9riJcHeTc2c9Bc2rsdkuKmE_83COINWVkHH_6ofYPrhn1IeaeOU8zRiz-_8FykIoQK3_zvavaWuLm0cOsgPrZy08Ei5ja_d9yKJvybykw0QBFVYy8ALV5fZHN2fmk6PjOfJVKvMuzaAEjqYNFD6OGnjgLmMo9AEpvxj7mKHYgGNAb5WrS&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1stdibs.com%2Ffurniture%2Fdecorative-objects%2Fbowls-baskets%2Fdecorative-bowls%2Fdecorative-wood-bowl-madrone-wood-signed-jim-misenko%2Fid-f_13283992%2F%3Futm_term%3Dlow%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay_us-pdp-criteo-non-exclusive%26utm_content%3Dd
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=LFVLSyr8f18altoOUUo2d6QNYUm7eSNqQI_qQYm5irgKq4Iu3dBanQHEp5V9vrogOJ8V7pt3hnSJvScuFw1VlspMLmtiF-9GeJM5fhp3Mri9k0zfF7DCzC80ALzG1IKaTPaRLvYTwrYFafy9_b446X0hmLXvegEf1XH5odSuHHbwvNeDpSqvYGSx4-8MzTwBWys8ciY95ZPxgY9KbDZ4EdyTVUoCWiMCqXai6JPcXzC10j3SFjFLrZHDD37V5Um0MZWTfI5kJj3De9B0LbgCkuS2O9OCyhMyKEcKkkkPnqGarmTtR8YA95CX0PNdCsS6rOysIULOOxdr-DmUHnrK6eK-1YaaTWyF1OyaAPImCP7cE1t1zIP2Ua-n6xAArJCFvGReVi3E8WDyRBwYksr8Rr6hxyyUWKxqCylVI2vlGp4zaDc--WuK-L2LtYOSX4eMQASWwwRsd_WK6nKfi-nSI2Pc1pwFPR6tJdg17B9GZIcY4bo3&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1stdibs.com%2Ffurniture%2Fdecorative-objects%2Fbowls-baskets%2Fdecorative-bowls%2Fmodernist-bob-stocksdale-cocobolo-california-design-turned-art-bowl-vessel%2Fid-f_13576482%2F%3Futm_term%3Dlow%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay_us-pdp-criteo-non-exclusive%26utm_content%3Dd
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=-C9Wfir8f18altoOUUo2d6QNYUm7eSNqQI_qQYm5irgKq4Iu3dBanQHEp5V9vrogOJ8V7pt3hnSJvScuFw1VlspMLmtiF-9GeJM5fhp3Mri9k0zfF7DCzC80ALzG1IKaTPaRLvYTwrYFafy9_b446X0hmLXvegEf1XH5odSuHHbwvNeDAMJ6J3TsQBPctMdcU5gz9x45YNQQxH9b21oiJKPg4Q5ub3IgF74LM5QpAUMv76RfWbRTMESTTxEjJEO93SIYbdEpUzKEpMfbmGVlw-a77nxQYOHDFfQizVXvzDdg3iuVgTgYMWiqBnwXSvfSTa4VLIB1q4-T1TTIzMJgCYR_AMsktwSiVwodMOSH8UP3VcbQyT4nEBt8OZ6EYzmF0Z0yyaFb8Pskr70Noe14MLuzcBdJHS3ffwJvnbI043yPgaJPbYcRAppt3aPYT_Bm5GqbZHTej6V0vooxGR9qqa785NxlakOYWwwwsVCheNRMkDob&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1stdibs.com%2Ffurniture%2Fdecorative-objects%2Fsculptures%2Fhollow-form-vessel-david-ellsworth%2Fid-f_1243610%2F%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay_us-pdp-criteo-non-exclusive%26utm_content%3Dd
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Wmb7qCr8f18altoOUUo2d6QNYUm7eSNqQI_qQYm5irgKq4Iu3dBanQHEp5V9vrogOJ8V7pt3hnSJvScuFw1VlspMLmtiF-9GeJM5fhp3Mri9k0zfF7DCzC80ALzG1IKaTPaRLvYTwrYFafy9_b446X0hmLXvegEf1XH5odSuHHbwvNeDmuhcefocR8kn-epCEm6gIvnqLX3_tkiopCAAcAbnCStAn8cyAm8RK8S2t6jnDiQqdH3VPZuVKkbC4caar8OaTqulBjjSafHiRCvA5B5kTt4WVNBHouJGxMG93mYTfkmC5glqwg8ovXejOiWWPYjkySwjlDDRrpCZtv_I5D88WHZtkut91ikE3YVfwip-MvjZzk-3FflTxZtNtDN01yVR6Uo3zMqfjTkCrd40tpBSvUtglEtEUwJ8JBB_SClA2ZH-D3l3MgcAnJu1kD9WtPESCFHkj_G2Bdq0ciqGsEofMf0RGB9Z8eaF9AQuSQKHxuXH&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1stdibs.com%2Ffurniture%2Fdecorative-objects%2Fbowls-baskets%2Fdecorative-bowls%2Fsalad-bowl-richard-nissen%2Fid-f_1812282%2F%3Futm_term%3Dlow%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Ddisplay_us-pdp-criteo-non-exclusive%26utm_content%3Dd
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adcenter?cppv=3&cpp=Gn50nSKNN_YjO-xEohNidOlWMmmCCdTyoBLOvgQg3_n1UuonpmjwI-o4CRxWmLtfCt3P15YfLa-DEqm_gZ3smomku5FAO_We_ZGFAZarzSAZcN1HSjq5eAhZ1bnig6Mm9VcxD3qiUIF_SZsoRlpKyfphXBfNCdnAZIqGXf9WbUasMWnA


10/26/2020 In open letter, priests support Archbishop Aymond after new sex scandals rock church | wwltv.com

https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/crime/priests-pen-letter-supporting-aymond/289-6093bbfb-3480-4d88-a25d-b08b7a4e9d14 3/4

Some of the names have been added since its original 2018 release after reporting from WWL-

TV's investigative team in a series called Losing Faith. 

RELATED: Losing Faith: The Church Sex Abuse Scandal

The Church has been able to use its May 1 bankruptcy filing to stop the progress of at least 34

abuse lawsuits. Another half dozen filed since then are also on hold pending the bankruptcy.

Lawyers for the victims claim the Archdiocese filed for bankruptcy not out of financial need, but

to stop the lawsuits against them. 

But the priests of the Archdiocese still said they backed Aymond's handling of the church's

scandals. 

"While the archbishop did not create the problem of sexual abuse, he has always courageously

addressed the issue," they wrote. "Although a small number of priests have betrayed us and

you, we commit ourselves and our lives wholeheartedly to the mission of Jesus Christ made

present in the church."
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