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Brother Harold Harvers, O.S.F.

After 52 years as a Franciscan, Brother Harold Harvers, OSF, died
on August 24th, 2004. Son of George A. and Ann V. (nee) Kontryn,
young George entered St. Anthony's Juniorate from St. Francis
Xavier Parish and received the Habit, as Brother Harold, on
January 28th, 1952. He was professed on August 25th 1954, and was
�inally professed on August 25th, 1957. Brother Harold received
the B.A. degree from St. Francis College in 1968 and completed 18
credits toward the Master of Library Science at SUNY,
Stonybrook. Brother Harold spent 20 years teaching in six of the
grammar schools of the brothers. He loved the simplicity of that
life and often spoke with affection of his years in the grades. He
began his long association with St. Anthony's High School in 1975,
as an assistant librarian, sports moderator, Director of the
school's cafeteria, and teacher of English from 1984 to 1994. After
retiring from active teaching, Brother Harold became a
Eucharistic Minister to patients in the local veterans hospital
until his body began to fail him, and he could no longer work
because of his ill health. As the Brother who wrote Harold's
obituary for his funeral Mass, expressed it: Brother Harold was a
simple man, who, in his retirement, liked nothing better than to
spend a day �ishing, gardening, doing a crossword puzzle, listening
to a Mets game or a Johnny Mathis CD. But the daunting nature of
life made him anxious. His simplicity and anxiety sometimes made
him incapable of negotiating the complexities of human
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relationships. However, even in his illness Harold was faithful to
common prayer and meals.
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