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Court in Newport for his

Men say pnest’s sexual
abuse scarred them,
urge 20-year sentence

By JOHN NOLAN
Associated Press

NEWPORT, Ky. — Two men testi-
fied yesterday that a Roman Catho-
lic priest caused them a lifetime of
emotional problems when he sex-

abused them as boys.
rd Strunck and Rick Thom-
as the judge to send the Rev.
El:llmmm 61, to prison for the
20 years that the prosecutor recom-
mended. Strunck and Thomas said

cause they
that resulted from the abuse.
'm very angry with him,"

Thomas testified at the sentencing

hearing. “I do not consider this man

priest. The priest takes a vow to

minister to God's children — not to
molest them.

“I'm not a vmdnm person. But |

want punishment.”
The defense urged Campbell Cir-
cuit Judge William Wehr instead to
order a lifetime of treatment for
Bierman with the Paracletes, an or-
zanization of Catholic priests who
minister to other priests.

The judge heard four hours of
lestimony. He said he would sen-
“The Rev. Robert Wehage

; rt , a priest
lor 22 years who was a student of
Bierman's at Newport Catholic High
school, testified Bierman was a
nmpnnomle diocesan priest and

with students as a
ucher in the 1960s. Bierman, who

orange jail ju nzun listening to the
testimony. ile not comment and
was returned to jail.

Hepie.dedmnltyszSlo

mdrctnl or uunorll pnmm The
charges were combined in eight in-
dictments issued in April in Camp-
bell, Kenton and Mason counties.
Louis Ball, the Campbell County
commonwealth's attorney, said oth-
er victims declined to testify public-

ly.

Psychologists testified for the de-
fense that Bierman has a personal-
ity disorder, leellnortmoue for his
victims and cannot be cured, but
could benefit from treatment. They
said he has 1 suicide.

Bierman is addicted to his sexual
perversion toward youngsters and
must be kept ;v;y from them, the

ologists

“The best thing for Earl would be

tommmmlmonmerymdnot

leave,” logist Michael

testified. “That’s all Earl

has right now — his sense of identi-
ty as a priest, his faith.”

Strunck, 27, and Thomas, 34, tes-
tified that Bierman sexually abused
them as boys in Covington. Strunck
said he was 13 when Bierman invit-
ed him into a catechism group, then
molested him for three

Thomas said he was 12 and a stu-
dent at Covington Latin School
when he went to Bierman, the
school counselor, and Bierman mo-
lested him. Thomas said it took him

etired from Diocese of Covi
ervice in 1991, has problenu but
uﬂdbenembyconﬁnumghupsy

ehlgewd

years to the ge to re-
port the abuse to police.
Bierman threatened to kil

Slnmck if he told others about their
ionship, Strunck testified.




