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1~y .Elizal;)e.th H~rdip-Burro)a 'age girl .were sexually a$saulted in criminal- charges . by ) Winslo,w, 
~taffWriter. '· ·· ; · the 9a11µp ··· 4ldian'';MediGal qenter ;AriZ•:,1:11an, W'.~q claims J;I~rn~ se;(ua.~\ 
'/' .··.· " ·· ····· · · · by . a Roqian Catholic pries~ £rpm ly abused h:iJn a~~ teenager. · · 
! · GALJ,,tJP t - For one . Navajo~ Wisconsin' "Yho was worl.dng as. a · 

~th"oman;'iJhe .. IJ;l()n,th ofJti1Y brings; ·hosp.1.· .. t ... a. L.··c•··.·.h .. : a.plain·.•.· ... ·· .... · .. ·. for th ..... ·.e .•.... ·.D. i ... o .. ·cese o ..... f.... ••• •• A.ccordillg J(). t~e .. ~()~~p~ wh()f 
· ack diffi. • ·.· .·cult ..•..... m. em.ories ... •.·.· .. that ·\va_sh.·.· .. •. • ·· · asked to use thepseudony'inof Ella 
~cross '• her heart a~d . mind with' Gallup.' ' · . . x . . • . to prote~t her prlvacy, the priest 
paihftµ regµIarit)'.· µ!<.~. the . ffi()I}SOO~' < • The . ·W'.Otnanr now' a teache~ 011 "'ho ~ssatiJted her "'a~· als9 n~i:ned 
rains that :wash acrd$s the qry coun-./ the Nav~jo· Resetv:ation, .came for- James. Thiough iliform'atiOn . pro~ 
try.oftheNavajo.Reservation .·· .. · .. ward:· to Tl).e lndependen~ )ast vided by the Diocese of Gallup, the 

· . J < Thlrty ·yea,r~ . ~g~this mdnthtl}e n;i:o,nth ~~,f '.rea~g the ~ew~pa~ ~rchdi?c~~e of !Yfil~~u~~e'. , and ~i~: , 
. ::'woman.was ~eribusly irijured in an . ·· per'si:rios,t ret¢nf !l):'tide about James .. graphical iruormationposted on.the ·. 

+ccident;,An~ tJ#ty years ago, .the · ~urns, the forml?r . Gallup Diocese 
woman say~, , she. and another teen- priest ~~o ~~. '.11?~J~s~g- 9vn and See ~ava~~ ~o"'1a~; page~ 
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-N;avaj 
Continued from pag~tr 
Internet .abouf the latec ~~tlier James 
Sdtlaffer, The lndeperid(!:n~was able 
to verify many of thi;J~~ as pres­
ented by the woJrulll. 

The assault. 
In July ,of 1974, En;i~as an 18-

year-old ~l who had r~.¥ntly ~d­
uated from ltigh school~d:had 1ust · 
landed J:re.r~mst job. E<lJ:lyi9~~ morn­
ing, 01{,) i:el:::'. ti:rst day :ptc·wprk, she 
was .wi;lll4rig on the,~ ~~otilder of a 
rese:rv~i:ion r6ad wh~I\~i~ strayed . 
too Iai off:~e road al}%~~-~~· -

• .. {\fter be~g.r~sht?g ;~Q i~i:nearest 
Ii\.dian J;Jealtfo.Se~, ··•· .• i~~al~ ·Ella 

; was' frahsf~rl:ei:l · ~<>"·W. .. )'1~ M14iari 
. ~~ilidaf·ceh~er~>s~~>- Yt?S, wi~ 
.:ci w~ek ; of becoi:riif,l,g ~\ ·e;1it in the 
orthopedic ward, sr~~<l~ assaulted 
-b}' Father James Sehl_~~' > .· •. 

She was lying .pxinigbilized iri 
bed with her fradtired;IE!g. ~usp~nd­
ed in traction when 6l~- priest en­
tered her room. Ellir .. ~¥ fairiiliar 
with Catholic priestsJ.beccmse she · -
had been raised aCa,m?lic._ One of 
-her uncles had b~fl. a. gwc}t? and in­
terpreter for some· ?f~~;~<lrly Fran­
ciscan missionanes3 ;,<tt the St. . 
Michael's Mission· iJl;[~ona. Be­
cause of his deep re§JJ~ct for tho~e 
missionaries, many aje~ers of ~ 
family had convertec}·_;to Catholi-
cism. · ·hi"< . · 

To . i8-year-old Etlji~~~e ' priest 
looked like the H9y~o()d actor, .­
Lee Marvin. He ~1;1s . f. ~(ldle-aged · 

· .. white ·man of ' II\~di . · .d, .-with 

.. ~gl~l,~r-ar~ 
. · .. ·• "l'W.<\g' ih .pain ; . 
wherel was l:ttirtiJ;l '· ft?~alle~ . . 
After learning that •.·····•·{· ~asexpen­
encing severe p.ain ity her. . fractured 
leg, the priest offer7.$l,!o pray for _ 
her. · ;oic· 

Ella agreed, _butfylhsurprise~ 
- and uneasy when,> h~ ,p4ced ·his 

hand on her leg, She. IV~ also un­
comfortably aware t:J:i<lt because her 
leg was suspended ~ittactio_n, her 
hospital· gown was Na~ldequately 
covering her body> -.~> 

With her eye-s clo~<f ,in prayer, 
Ella was stunned } q , realize the 
priest's hand had I}l$Y~dp.p her_ leg 
and was now probirtg her vagmal 
area. "I was stunneg;{• she said. ,;'It 
took me a while to coifefi:!!lYs~ . 

. Ella recalledsh~ _tg~d}ograb his 
hand cmd twist jt,\ ana: when . that 
tailed, she beganJ() ~and; ~he 

. rem~mb_ers . ~rY:}l;l. pmething . 
••·· likej/'.~y <:II'~Yo . . } '.\!YhY 

are you here?!' -. .. 

, -_-_-- ·.aqc.oi~g 7) c>- ·Ella, .. tfie · p~esf · 
·. ,steppeq 1,~~Cl<.~d turned the tables 
.--Of...: · · · er. ,J;:Ie said she_w.as,,jl~ 
• distut g ~Oml;lll and tllat 

she · w ,so' m<µly pain m.edica: 
tions~~7~a~imagining things. 

A f~~;~days later, Ell_a said, the 
priest.re~.ed to her room. ~y that 
time, . sJ:t~ 'il'~l::ailed, she was fee~g.• 
angcy.~~·:!()ld the priest ~he w~t-:'.r 

.-e4 -~'()'et()f ~er room hec;a~s7 ~r~ < 

)',-k1}!~ ·········<······ ·~1~~11:ne~~~/~~;~>· 
wheil. ~t?XJ1i~d to tell her she was<. 
ha~g.f~iplgs of attraction for hinl~ ·.··• 
somethA't~ ! tpat priests __ frequently 
experier.i~< He told her she was in ' 
deniataoouther attJ;action. Ella said ··· 
she ~esp~(fe<f by throwing a box of ~.· 
tissue a!J:iiin and screaming. 

Whi'rt•inurse' s assistant came to · 
investi~tl!he commotion, Schla#er .··· 
told the;~wom:an Ella was an emo- . · .. 
tional yo:gng woman going. through 
a diliittilt time. Ella said she insisted 
the prl1~~fi\be asked to leave _her.< 
room, i:ajd_ she requested ·the nurs:;. 

· ing assistiµit put a note in her meq­
ical record, that she didn't want any 
mor~ .~:tromhim. 

Eller t:fidnot: tell the nursing asc 
' sist~!:~!f~tha~ happened to her. , ..... . 

Secret for years 
Ella believes that abofitamonth 

~r so later, anoiliei'-:Pa~~~! • iri · the 
ward, a teenage girl fr()m Church 
Rock, N.M., joined El!<t~~!ter·room 
fora Sunday afternoonbq~d game. 
-P.s the girls were pla:~9' ·~C¥affer 
walked hY Ella's room.,;zi'' · 

The ot11er girl irui'de __ ~ :face and 
said she didn't like hi.ril: When Ella 
asked why, the girl ailleAscltlafier a 
"nasty priest" and exp!ajn~g that he 

·had put his hand under her blouse 
. and fondled her. She ·ruso had not 

) reported the incidf?n 
't1;~ hosfital .stiif£· , , . 

/~ > ' ~Ila · ~.aid sJ:t~ d~~ 
' Jile~ber ·the other girl ·· ... · .. ··.·· .. 

< she remembers . the -~ >·<·< hospb ' 
.'.i, talized due to injllrles ~~ed in 
) an . automobile accident:,:poin,dden­
.•. bny, Ella. and the othe~0 Sifl. shared . 
''. the same birthday in iat~:~pril, but 
· ·Ella believes the girJ.S~AA a year 

younger. Today, the ;\()pier girl 
would ·be a woman 41. hei-. mid to 
late 40s. · 

The last conversation· Ella had 
with Schlaffer was wheh ~he was be'.. 
kg transported to th~P.hX~iC:al ther­

_.·. apy department. - $dil~er ·· was 
: ,. pas$ing by in the hallway~. c.ind Ella 

said her sense of curiosity;proinpted: 
her to ask him if he re<rll:Y was a 
Catholic priest. . . ·' · 

"He described himSelffiSa 'mod­
.. em' priest,' " Ella r~silJle~ . •. Sfililaffer : 
·. ~ven bragged to h~ tlyit~; ~ead . 
·;~~layboy" -.for ti;e £lrli9les ·· · 
\ / .. El:l~. said .·~~~· l(ep~ 
;u~··assaulta ~ecretf 
•• J:'ehlly . ashamed;''. .~h~ . 
· · 1974," she added: · "No. 
( about things like that"· · 
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