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150 people tumed up for the day-lond series of panels discussing the &
issue of man-Soy love; organizer Tom Rezves exgecied several dozea. V4
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BOSTON

"CONFERENCE

7 .
Q-“_amu Brrant would not have Yeen amused. Nick
Keiley, 16. was expfaining why e waatzd 10 be with an older man. an
aduiti "He had 10 much 10 ailer. and ‘whac 1eally bothered me was the [act
that someone was aclually concemed about the fact that | had been in his
car. and 1hat sormecne samewhere would aot bke " The event was the
Giest ever semi-public Jathenng in Moah America of men who are invalved
in redationships with male younysters. of the Yoys themselves. as nal as
of assorted other “prafessionais” in some wWay connecied wmth theissue of
man-boy love. 150 people umed up for the ln'mation-only conflerence.
held at Boston's Commuanity Caurch Cecermnber 2, 1578, fr 3 day-lanz
seaes of panels discussing ssycrciogical, ethical, political. and lezai prob.
tems Involved in such reladonshups..

The averwhelming turnout exczeded the expeciation of conlerznce or-
garuzer Tom Reeves. whno had only expecied several dozen people
fleevas, a politteai saence prolessar at Roxbury CoMege. is spalesperson
of the SastaryBoise Commutce, ormed last 7eac ler the Inclc:ments of
fwa doten men in the sa-called Revre cases. The men were charged 'aith
3202ar31« vialations of the law (ar dlegal sexual yats with (mo{dy leeaage)

minars. .
m‘.‘ o

“ohe mage af vews expressed by the panelsts and
conlerces were, by and large. generaily supporuve of man-bay rdadon-
ships. Different people from dillerent Sackgrounds and caceers appeared
1o adree that tne legal prablems faced by the men arrested in such cases
were 3ppaling. and that the puntshment was worse than the cime. {in
Massachuseus, one could e comerutied foe e a3 3 sexually danycrous
prrion.)

The sudience heard one of the Aevere deflzndants, Ed Mede, descnbe
himsell a5 3 “homosexual Juddhist™ soically fadng 3 possible life sen-
tence for 2xual 3cis wath 3 teenager. The teenager had embraced Mede ot
an cadrer QostorvBotse meenny. but later tumed 301e’s wilness, as a
result, Mede's supporters have argued, of pressure from the Pollce.

i Mede was phdosophical sbout his fate, 30 was Kedey, wha ined (o

exzliin the oppositlon o his telationship “wily an sduit: 1 quess the
problemn i3 that parents want very much 1o rotect e chidren, ang {
tedily don't think that pretecion is necessacy.” That Yraught lsughuer om
the audiencz. Keiley zaauaucd: “lt's Aol—kids DaticIdr anow wival
they're doing, they know what they vrane and they are 20¢ thyt easly
maripulaicd as people would ke us (0 ibink they *

Anather Josion Jay youth, Ricsi Mclaugat, of ¢ Ro7 dermsa
leenage husting: “For mast youlh, it's the only 43y 10 Jet tipoted, he
only way "0 Jet sex with mier. { xnaw | -was 3 "Omosexud It une vesn
ald, | xnew winal | wanted. dut the oty w3y ! unew ngw i setitwzg o5
to the theater and 35« ‘ce meney. Mayce thars Ausikeg, ot was 1€
fuifilling — it served as 2urpose.”

McCaoudail s3id he “was never seduced 9% any man.
kind of flun 10 70 (0 the Cambat Zone 3nd make 3 few
4 movie thester and Jeiund your cock suched. s reart
make 2 fevs bucks.”

McCaugall ‘was onc of many sgzaker: 0 lash out ot the fudeo-Chrsuza
iaditiun of ireaing sex oulside Drocreation as bad. Feiow Fag Aog worer
Chailie Shrvely, who ha Sumed a biblz ¢ @ rECINt W3y nrde caily, argued
that 33y people are “enyaged in ses fur Piedsuce, 03 pronzeanon.” S
fur, he said, and “doesn’t lexd to discases, not zven siin cincer.”

1ead, it was
Uy sung n
¢ 3 3ccd way 0

~1V0 spelkers reprzsendng vanaus rediglays Se-
Gels volced their sndorsement of love Yarween man and boy. Canan
Ginion fones, pastar of Chast Cliuech Cathedrat, Hantford, Connecicur,
descnbed 3 Roman Cathalic pricst wha was a'fitznd of Ris. and who was
“a beautul penon Yerause he was loved By a man 35 3 LAy He
expressed concem for men who are arrested for child-malesuny: “They
becoine marked men so afizn for the rest of their fives. aed Nat dunis a
temtle imposdion of soc2ry.” He descabed one tuch Jersan 'wha aas
3ent back (o pizon Jusi because he wasin e 3aMe oo vath a bay, “Na
genital sex ook place ~this man went back for four more yveaes. That s
awesome lo me: U's very tragic”
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representanve of Busion's Cardinad Mudecos foc
nonuces. told the staey of 4 boy who was rejected by
cired U7 3 buy-‘auver. When his purents found out
Ver ihe Man was ureeslcd. cunwicted. and
WA anaa ¢ L thie pyyenie Jemese of that lid, ™~ Shanlcy
cummntenicl Me hud ‘auc Jman. o was only 3 buzl and passung
et 23 e as e sov was cancemied. but the lave was deep and the
dIebiulcra e man s Jein, nd when he cealized that the :ndiscrevon
e 4¢3 01 uceny nd e faw Nad cost tus man pethaps 20 yeass . ..
the Doy Iegun o lul 2030 T SAzaicy conciuded. “We have qur coanctions
uotwe uon f we re irury <oncérned anh boys . .. the “cure’ does fzr
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“hester fiom ine act:anal ofice of the Unitanaa Unever-
“ci descnded beny Jrazoumoned by 3 15-year-old boy re-
dyou don s think inot was rather 3 shotin the 3trm for one whao is
. ou re Mmustsaen.” YMearey ooterved.

|

he conlesence was also an accasion foc many 1o
came out 33 Soy-lavers. Cawvid Thorstad, spokesperson for Mew Yotk
Ciez s Coabuon for Lesatan and Gay Rgius, sald he was retracting his
&miier statement lin Gay Commuaniry Hews) that he was not a pederast,
Am very happy 1o 14y that over the summer that has changed. and it
wasal due ‘0 my own Initlstve enher, but Just as it Is with many men, |
was secuced and picked up by a boy and I'm very glad he did ic™

Joe Cwens, wio had been_a labor arganizer In
Jamuaica and a soqal worker in thz Slack community
in Joston before thar, saud he was speakung for the
fiest time in public 35 an acknowledged boy-faver,
“As 3 white man telaung 10 a black commurty it was
an axtrereiy liberaling effect. and ‘he reason
why [ thiai | was abie 1o do 1 where maay
another ‘whiz person may not be abie (o do it
successluly was preasely because of this
psychological orientaton that | :
Rhad.” That permrutted, Qwens a¢-
¢ued. “an immedlacy Un the) rela-
uonship beiween mysaif and boys,
aad there was a level of communri-
cation which threw aside complete-
ly all the cultural and racial differ-
ences which separated whites ftom
blacks in the sodery.™ .

Sidrey Smith, a black anist from
New York Ciy. spoke abauc the
13age he fedt at hawing 1a sublimate
his needs for relationsh 19 with
boys. He sald he resentec “having
1o live in a cultuce where ih- g1 thag
3eem natural and fght to me, have
to be ... feacful ™

Mony in the audlencz did nut ar
could ot corne out. One panelist
identilied himseif as~Don,~ explain-
inq that he would Immediately lose
his 20Gal service Job with 3 reli-
g1ous organization. He spoke of
having 1o draw back from helping
Boys out of fear of expasure of hus
double e,

e ———

Torn Reeves. wha had come aut
as 4 boy-lover a year 390, 3aid over SCO men had spoken with him since
then, masi of whom were Hrugsiing wath thar attraction 1o bays. “Sex Is
everyurhere bSetween men and Soys.” Reeves asserted. The men wah
vrham he spoa¢ “are nat open 3 Al .. . and who are they? Almost 10 a2
Man they are teachers and S0y scout leaders and boys’ dubs leaders!™ he
shouted. pounding the Fodium uath Yain hands. “The men wiho work
vh Uoys —muaay of them, and ths 0bvgusly can be used 2gainst every-
body. but iminw vre have o say 4 —the mouvation behind that work (has)
a sexual and crotie elenwent,

Reeves conunued “Siace posubly 3 thied of the Say scaut leaders and
feachers anc s0vs dubs leaders and 51g Srothers and ail of these other
peacte that work watn 70U have aither these !«lings or they are acting
on them there muu be CRUITIUGS OPPression oul these which could
Cause ad Lirys of Uungs, -

TI wnedel feea g - : Aeniawin who roams (he siceets:
M WIuhl TN Doy Denvmiuion. i wouid credte manipulaive sftuations
Aed Inittening wiusngns However. Soy love i3 “healthy and good.”

wihicn e 2

Ry anwLiy sod ethically,” Reeves argued.

i3 030 spoke of how
il

the Issue of
thair own awitudes lowzid child
Teson ol ihe Sepanment of Psychiairy
§lanicizes “Freud paintsy out 70
wud A aven in mlancy, aad thag
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v the age of lour. five, and sie. boys “now tiat e 2
tpna wath these pers. and :ris o5 a chzcaw -
0 shace with thew fnends.” tilacd then crnzcd 2
ing sexuality by vesung it wath fear 2nd Staut 2
nstitubaas wnd schools where they ace regnng: R
entcr o nindless compeutian wlich | 5 37 4 - ~'
from havag the dme and the opportin < <
tender fedings toward one anuthae ™ Piiaol zon e 2
Vi N3 Zoclr 2 2ament ~
Lois fohnson, President of Busion s Dauzriers of -
change in her amtude from Towiedge” at oy o <
vialauoa of the awi righes uf bath the men and of
Revere cases. She sand she started Gue sHa ¢
came out In favar of the hattine —i said. "Coud Gee! = Gur
feated that the hothine, for complunts 10 ihe pa.cz absw €3,
would form the basls of 3 wichhunt. The hatkne Ced was eventusly
squeiched.
Johnson asserted, “lt is diflicult foc WOMen 10 <3:Tie 10 Zn3s amun man-
boy love, simply because of the fact that wormen, as ‘ar 3s e dwn
sexuality Is cancerned, are conditioned ' such ERIAVE 25138
expressive of it as men are, even in a Nelerosexy
But a big uproar erupted when jon Schailer, 3 fc Lcera-
ton of Ann Asbor. raised from the audience a GL2sLo0 reyaring Sower
differences between the parties in 3 man-Loy love L Scoate,
who now runs Cacrier Pigeon. 8 Cosion-based aisir sutes of 13 and
feminlst publicaiions., said that I3sue had noi Seea referied io at 4
conference. “At this point we stil uve in a society wi 3 Jom.ngizd
adults, where aduits make laws and reguldnens and where
dont have much practicz Making dec.sicns 12anting: ey
and they dont have experience aIsscrnng therm
adainst adults.” Schailer argued: “Any rz:auang
an adult and 3 young person. where N2 2dull s
scously trying o avercome that sower SiTzrenie iy 7o
.. ‘beageist, and thac's the imgonan fsranycesy a
that ind of a situation to ceal
Both Chadie Snveiy and Zic:
. " ported Schaiier, Sh,ve 7 reaciau.
. “When peopie arz Zeried Sower,
‘_ . they e gveniove, " 3 .
gard 10 chidren arz Ju
~ .. ble. “1l2 50 loved 'me -
$3ve dis oniy Ye3ciien san.” Siw
v 33id, 71 think we ~e2z 1o exarmne
ot . what thal means— dan:
- ¥ father :o Se cru 2 Te! Ting ava
. business is. It szemis ‘o Te acrees-
+7T - L Ing form of Chastamsgt
A McBougall reszonded. “avs
T 7 dont have power guer men ... but
N « they do g0 out and sez:;- men.”
. But Reeves resces 1 7. say-
¢ ing, “I's ageist g sav ihil the nan
. fecessacly has the domuasnce ard
. the upper hand.” He argued that the
: boy "has the dominancs” in 2hysis
» cal. emotlonal, and spuztual lerm
« and “hos the Jower guer ‘e
i Reeves addze. “i's 3 Xsz sew ‘3
1 think ait of the zower is an the s:de
f ol the man. A zrest dey 21 zowvier s
. . oniacsideof the Sovand g eauil ;-J‘
N . E cither way.
“When | became STpressive s
when [ cither try to reform a Boy rom prastitution or w= tever else ey
into. or when liry 1o get him Into the {eay! movement at s Tmuca
moce manipulative than having sex way theor,” he avserizyt,
Rezves alsa thticized the tendency of many Soy-igve:r
seif) 1o show off the bays. "We Secome nossesiore
famdy tdp. we want 10 show them of in ihie bars .
things that get us inta trouble. and 4’3 those “nd of 1h- S i
sive 10 the boys and 10 each other and io Queszives ;,
A woman fram the audience reacted: Y '
boys have power. and that the men dre .2 3 zaseicn ol Geos T :’
lated. Personally it’s builshit foe 30 adult 10 zay 3 bz oy TLre 2eeigr. ¢

gven the way we're steuctured in This woiid und ke RRE
Your dght 1o say it.”
Ed Mede, aspung that a ternacer’s word -g” .

pascn. and blamiey his 1S.year-oid former ‘cver for -
<ame embroded in 3 shoutiny match with S '

Wuh Mede iMterrupting him, Schawler 1eaTsr
whcie issue. The pont s that a ths 30Cter
cconamic .. . | think you caun (3ke INY orpressy
and ind some way in vrhich they have feowner ”
madcrator David Thorstad sad, “I'd HA 1D Cul dowin o
and recognized another conlerce.

Atthe end of'the conlercuce, 32 Menand maa reen
foemid the Man Boy Lavers of Moy Amenca e
meeung in Mew York Giy are plunnce

The group can be contenind Ly watine themn toie o7
Kemnoee Sianon, Bosinn, Lid 02115 =




