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" May 16, 2003

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Déctrine of the Faith
Piazza del 8. Ufhizio 11
00193 Rome, ltaly

Your Eminence: N

I scoord with the nowms of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, 1 am submoitting for
your consideration the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwavkee. Reverend
Franklyn Becker has been accnsed of multiple acts of sexual abuse of minors. The-
summary of these allegations is enclosed. Father Becker has admitted that a mumber of

- these acts of sexual assault occmrred.

. Over the years, efforts were made to provide spirttoal and psychological
interventions that would rehabilitate Father Becker. None of these efforts have been
successful as he reoffended afler each intervention, often while still in therapy. Fathex
Becker was diagnosed as an impulsive pedophile in 1983. A1 that time, it was thought
ihat a non-parochial assignment mipht be possible. A further psychological assessment
was undertaken in 1996, after an additional accusation of past behavior camne forward. In
that cvalnation it was advised that the potential for future reocourrence of past behavior

_ existed. Even while in ongoing therapy, he was known to have obtained child

poreography. With our current understanding of the nature of his condition, it is clear that
he will never be able lo assume any public ministry.

. Aswe bave reviewed the various files, it is clear that be consistently abused his

‘office both tp gain access to valnerable boys and 1o elicit the trust of their parents. Both

in his paroehiatassiprents and in his leraporary fonctioning as a croise chaplain, he
found opportimities to abuse his office in a flagrant and repelitive fashion.

The impact on bis varions victims has been significant. The Archdiocese of
Milwaukee is payimg opgoing therapy costs for several 6f them and has done so fora -

number of years. Our new fonnd awareness of the severity of damage cansed by sexual
abuse al the bands of clergy makes it impossible for s to ignorf:’tlﬁs'g,imation..
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- On May 10, 2003, Father Becker was atrested for sexmal assanht. The alleged
offense took place in Califorsia in the 1970%s but, because he left the jurisdiction of the
state, it remains an offenseihat can be prosecuted. He will be extradited fom Wisconsin
1o California for trial. The public display that will now take place in the criminal tial in

~ Califoniia, to say nothing of the civil suits that conld arise there, makes the potentiaj for

frue scandal very real. The media repoxts on this case have already begun.

Given the natore and frequency of the alleged and admilted sexual abuse, along
with the serous abuse of office, I have pondered long and bard to arrive at an opinion
about the most appropriate action lobe taken. In order that justice may be made inanifest
and healing of the victims and the Church mnay proceed, I am psking that Reverend
Frankiyn ' W. Becker be dismissed ex officio from the clerical state, Whatever finamcial
needs he may have can'be provided for from a speciat fimd we will set up vnlil such time
as he is able to draw from the pension fimd. Since it is conceivable that he will be
spending some time In prison, he may be cligible for this-pension by the time of hiz
release. ’

If the judgement of Your Broinence is that this case should proceed 1o 2 dismissal
by decree of your Congregation; I would cede to that judgement, Furthermore, if itis
your judgement that this case shonld proceed through a canonical penal process, I hunbly
request a dispensation from prescription as well as a sanation of any procedural errors
that may have ocenrred during the years ihis case was under investigation. The severity
of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justified.

Tlook forward to yorir forther instroctions i this matier.

" With sentimerits ofdeqweteslwn,fmn,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan * -
Archbishop of Milwankee
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