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RETURN DATE: AUGUST 24, 2010 : SUPERICR COURT
WILLIGM DOTSON : J.D. OF NEW HAVEN
V. : AT NEW HAVEN

HARTFCRD ROMAN CATHOLIC :
le"u: AN CORPORATION, :
ST, FRANGIS CHURGH OF :
NEW HAVEN, &T. HEDWIG CHURTH OF :
NAUGATLOK gnd STEPHEN BZDYRA : JULY 7, 2010

COMPLAINT

COUNT ONE: (Reckless Battery: Willlam Datson v. All Dafendants)

B
i

mas relavant o this action, the plaintiff, William D>son, was

& minor residant of the Stata of Connactiout, who seivad &3 an altar servar, and

sought spiritual ecvice et the Seint Francis Church lecatad in New Haven,

Connactiout ("3t Francis”) end tha Saint Hedwig Church locatad in Naugatuek,

Connacticut (“St. Hedwig”).
2 At el timas refavant to this gction, tha cefendant, Stephan Bzayr

(“Bztlyra”)y vas 2 residant of the Siate of Connacticut and & Roman Catholic
Priest who servad es g priest end Pestor et St Francis end St Hedwig.

ion, defendant Bz<yra was an
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emoloy=2, agent or zeparant egent of (e defandart, Hertford Roman Catholis

Dinccasan Corporafion (the "Diocgsse”), which vwas end is g corporation crganizad

}
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end existing under 2 laws of ihe State of Connaciicut. The Mllowing conduct
was carriad out within the scope of Bzcyra’s euthority or employment with the

Diccesa. Further, Bzdyra ooeratad within 2nd vras eidad by tha egency



reationshin vith tha defandards, in perpatrafing essauit end battary o1 tha

plaintiif.
4, At all timas relevant o this action, the defandants, St Francis and
Si. Hedwig, were gnd are Roman Catholic Churchas organizad and existing

yrncer the evparvision and/or contiol of the Diccase and lecatad in New Hevan,
Connaclicut and Naugatuck, Connacticut. Tha following conduct was ca-riad cut

weithin the scope of Bzoyra's authority or employinant with St Francis andlor St

Hedwig.

. At a2l fimas relevant {o this action, the Diccase, frrough iis
employass, agants end/or epparent agents made tha determination of who woulkl
serve a5 a priest and pasior of Si. Francis end/or 3. Hedwig, anc accordingly
2s 1 Bzd o serve in that capacity.

A £t 20 simes relevant o This gclion, BEzdyra residad in the reclorias of
&t Franacis in New Hevan, Connacticut, and St Hedwig in Naugatuok,

i
)

Connactiout, vhich e ownad and/or controlled by tha Diocass end suparvized

Al

by St Francis end 3. Hedwig through their ceacars and dirsctors.

7. Frior 1o encl during his azsignmant gt St Frencis a1d Bt Hedwig,
me Diocasa madla g detarmination that Bzdyra vas fit, gualified and compsternt in

zil respacts 10 gerva &2 & priest, pastor and catechism instructor vithin £he

Roman Catholic Churches of the Diocese
& By essigning Bzdyra to St Francis and St Hedwig, the [Kocase
intandsdd to repressnt o Roman Catholic parisnionars, congregants and

studants, including Willizim Domon that Bzdyra was fit, gualifieid and compstant in

N
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all respacts o
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erva &5 a priest within the Diocese and to provids instruction

4]
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cuidance end counssl io Roman Catholic parishicnars, end sliar servars,
incluctirg minors like William Dafson,
3. At 2l imas relevant 10 £1is action, the Diccasa authorized e
encouraged Bzdyra fo rmeat with minors, including William [otson, for the

pureose of providing spititual i-aining, instruction, guidance and counsel.
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10. At el fmes relevant to this ection, the Diccasse was ewars ha
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Bzdyra vras providirg training, instruction, guidancs and counsal o minors &t 5.
Francis and St Hedwig, antd evthorized end encoursgad BzCyra to perionm thasa

cuties,
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£t el imas relavant fo This ection, St Francis, tThrough its deacors

Q

and di-actors, eutharizas end encourzgsd Bzdyra 1o meat with minors, including

iritual instruction, guidancs and

t)

William Datzon, for e purpose of providing s

counssd,

2. By suthorizing and encouraging Bzgvia o mest vith minors, St
Francis erd St Hedwig infendad o represent 1o its parishicnars that Bzdyra was

4

fit. gualified gnd compstant in 2l rezpacts o provids instruction, guidancs and

counsal o minors, including William Datso
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13 At el iimes relevant o i1is action, tha Diocass, Si. Frencis S
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Hedwig permiftad end encouragsd Bzdyra to mesat with minors in the restory &t
. Francis gnd St Henwig.
4. William Datson sougnt spinitual guidancs, directicn end instrustion

f-om Bzdyra.

Lo



5. Oninformation erd helisf, 8. Francis, 5t Hedwig ahd thair

rectories ere ownad gnc/or controlled by tha Diocess

16. While he vas & minor, William Datson had ceeasion 1o meat with
Ezoyra gt the rectory & St Francis and 3t Hedwig,

tha rectorigs for purposas of serving &

3
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7. \illiam Datson hed gona @
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an gliar server end £3 g parshionar,
6. William Datson vrant o the rectory whils he was z minor 21¢
tharsaftar. The defendarit, Bzdyra, &l iimas would also take tha minor plaintiff

t he occupisd in New Hevan, Connaclicut,
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15, Bzdyra repaatadly sexually molastad "Ailliam Dotson end forcad

himself onto William Dotson, vhinping ent reping the minor plaintiff, and also

=N

arcidly, 813 unclar treat end intfmidation, forced Willlam Datson fo suck o the

ndd theraaftsr. Furthar, in

Q

cf Bzcyra, whila William D2tson veas & minor
connection with {hesea eniscdas Bzdyra would physically essauit end irjuie
William Dstson.

20, Bzdyra foread William Datzon info illegal arug use whan tha plaintiff
was e minor and continging sffer hat fima leading o frequant employimant
erminations.

21.  Priorio end following his repeated sexual bafiary of Willizm Datson,
Bzdyra providad hietsaback ricng rips, sporting event i-ips, and frequeant lurch

datas to William Dsison end other young male membars of Ha parish vihile

undlerage. T harestter, Bzdvra continuad (o intimidate and nolast the plaintiff.



22, Bubsaquant to Bzoyra's sexual attacks on plaintiff, he suppfizd

womonites (Exhibit A) 1d epoliancss fo e plaintiff 2s hrivas gkin o hush

monay o cissuads the plaintiff from revealing Bzdyra's sexual crimas, hattary

23, Bzcvra, trough intimidation, threatered the minor plaintiff not {o
spaak of his criminal acts, or Bzdyra would hiave the mothar of tha minor pleintiff

imprisciad erd contact state euthorifies.

24, [F3 g result of Bzdvra's reckless sexual hattary, William Doison hes
sufierad sevare pain and bodily intrusicn and severs emotional infurias, some or

gll of which may he permarsnt.

25, Fsaresult of Bzovra's sexual batiary, William D2'son has incurrad
ancl will continus to incui expansas relatad to counsaiirg and tharapy, & to his
Ioss.

Z2G.  Fsefurther result of Bzdyra’s sexual hattary, William Dotson has

incurred end will continus o incur lost veages end emoployimant and caraer

Al

Y2

aoportunities, &1 70 his loss.

COUNT TWO: (Neglinent Batiery: Willizm Dotson v, All Defencizmts)
1. — 23, Faragrapt:s 1. through 22, of Count Ore ere hereby reallegad a3
paragrapis 1. througn 23. of Count Two as if fully set forth herain.

24, fs zresult of the negligence 2nd carelassnass 607 Bzoyra, William

5 suffered sevars pain and hecily infrusion end sevars emotional
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injurias, soma or g1 ¢f which may he permarsari.
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25, exual battary, Williaim D2tson has incurrad
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ancl will continus 2o incur expansas relatad o counsaling end Tharany, &l 1o his

653,
26 As z furthar result of Bzdyra’s sexual battery, William Dotson hes
incurred end wil continue o incur lest wagas enc employmant end caraar

ooportunitias, &l o his loss.

COUNT THREE:  (Reckless Infliction of Emotional Disiress: Williaim
Dotecn v. Al Dafenganis)

1.~ 22 Paragraohis 1. through 22 of Count One are heraby reallagad as

"

paragrapts 1. througn 23, of Count Threa 23 if fully set forth herain.

24, By his wrorngful ections, Bzdyra recklessly inflicted, 6~ knaw or
should have known fhat his wrongful actions wera likely o cause, sevarse

emotiornal distrass o Williaim Dsson.

25, Bzdyra's conduct vras extrems, outragsous and heyond the hounds

26,  Bzoyra's wrongful actions causad William D5ison severs emoticial

COUNT FOUR: (Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress; William
Dotson v. All Dfencanis)

l

cf Count One are heraby reallegad &s

( 2
Ny
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— 22, Paragraphs 1. through 2

v

paragrzohs 1. Mrougn 22, of Count Four s if fully set forth hersin.

)

24, Bzcoyra should | gva realized that s negligant conduct, 23 cutlinad

in Count Two, posad an unrsascrabie ris causing William Daftson emoticinal
distress, end that such distrass mijght result in illness andlor hodily iniury.
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25, Bzdyra's negligamae, 23 outlingd in Count Two, caussd *

Dotzon iliness and heodily harm 2z cutlinad in Count Two.

COUNT [FIVE: (Breacah of Fiduciary Dufy: William Datson v. Al
Dzfendants)

#

on -
1.~ 23 FPax

)]

agravihs 1. ihrougn 22, of Count Onz ere hersby reallagad &3

h

peragranhts 1. ~ 22, of Gount Five g3 if fully set forth herain.
24 fs g priest and pastor of St Francis end St Hedwig who providail
spiritual instruction, grdanca and counsating to petishianars and minors,

¢t e ficluciary in his

refationsnp with William D2ison.

Ny
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As & fidusiary of William Datson, Bzdyra hied a duty to represant
erd furthar Willizm Dafson's hest interasts by providing spifitual instruction,
guidance end counsgding to William Dasison.

26.  Whsn Bzdyra sexually hatterad William D2tson 23 outlinad shove,
he breachad the cbligations of & “iuciary of William D2>ison.

Z27.  Bzdyra's breach of hiz fiducizry cuties o Villiam D2ison resuitad in
e injurias cutlinad in Count Ore.
COUNT BIX: (Negligance: William Dofson v, the Dissesa)

. — 23, FParagraphs 1. (rough 22, of Count Gna gre hieraby reallegad

Ay}
o)

peragramts 1. hroughn 23, of Count Six as If fully eat forth herain.
24 At s’limas relevant to £1is action, the Diccasa awad William

‘Ll

Dsison & duty notto cause him injury by ong of ite priests, ircluding Rz<yra.

~I



25, In Breach if its duty, *ha Diccass vas caralsss 2nd ne

o

or mora of fh2 following ways:

. it kriew or should hizve krown that Bzcdya 1
o sexually hatter mimors, yel failad io take sieps 0 preven
his saxual hattary of William Datson;

. in that it failed o [‘rﬁ"’\llfﬂ:x policies znd regula'rh—
proniniting pri ests rom [igving minors in private areas such
&% tha reciorny o~ ofisiia 1nps,

in that it sllowed end encouraged Bzdyra o oversas
mifors wnen it knew or should have krown that Bzdyra
pesad 2 thraat io such persons;

O

(\

Q. in that it failad io propeily end acequataly supansise Bzdyra
in order o prevant the sexual battery of minors, H“"ILIC 0]
William Datzon;

e. in fat it incucad William D>son o entrust iz moral end
spiritual weell Im'n 2ndl safely to ils priasts, then presantad
Bzdyra fo Williaim Datson for tha purposae of providing
moral 2nd spiritual ciracticn;

b

in ihat it failed o [‘)F“"L“C‘t\f\/i|lifi“'l D2tson from tha sexual
beitary and exploitation & iha hands of r/f‘\/m

G. in that it alfowed and encouraged Ezcyra o frealy interact
2nd have unsupanvissd ona-nn-one contact with minors
inchicding William Daison;

i i '1t it failad 0 wear Jotson &7 his paraen te cf
B yia's propensity o mmm.t sexual hafiary upon minors;

i i that it keews that prie %ts of the Roman Catholic Church had

ghusad minor perishicnars, but fAilad 1o taks ¢ ﬂqu-?."m

prevantive measurss 7 kee,’n Williaim Dotson safe gnd free

. -\ .

-om [arm;

i in iat it failed o establisn, maintain end enforea 2 pelicy of
reporting, u‘rrost(} ing endl removing prasts r%jag\,d i
sexual misconduct, end |r::\,nd acnarad 0 g policy of
discouraging e cissamiration of informafion recarding the
sexual miscondust of priests with ninors;



. iy |F"|‘1t it failzdd 1o faks adaquats siaps to e4visa persons ir
xa ‘:‘[um with priests crin & suparvisory position ovar
pn Gt the cangars posadd by priests hzving contact with
!"“f"ﬁ.’)l:a,
. in fhe ad 1o gcequataly seak cut victims ¢ gexual

abusg, including William Do f:'n in oroay o rrmhr
72| istance and prevent or resucs furthar camags |
uniraated victims, like William D>son;

mni. in Mat it failed o edequataly polics tha activitizs of iis priests
Upon pr(-*-wm, o ned £l contrallsd o Imf\wr\ s{ ould
[izve known tha t 3z yira woulk fake his »

jis i
pruriant, levd ancl IF'S iviouis eclivities; r':ﬁcl,

. in that it systamatically covarad-ip sexual miscoraduct by its
priests s0 25 0 lUIlh r enclangar minors lilke Wiliam Do'son.

22, The carslessnass and negligance of the Diccass is 2 substarial
znd proximats causs of 112 injurias sufierad by William Dolson 2s set orth in
Count Ong

COUNT SEVEN:  (Negligent Infliction of Emotionzl Distress: Witharm
Doisen v. s 16 (F-rr)

1.~ 22, Paragraihs 1, through 23. of Count Ona zre heraby reallegec 23
paragrapts 1. through 23. of Count Sevan as if fully set forth hersin.
24, 2 Diccasa should heve realizad that itz conduct znd negligencs,

as outlingd in Count Six, pesad an unrsasanabie risk of ceusing Milllzm Dalson

enoficnal distrass, and that such distrass might result in illness and/or hodlily

injury.

25 Tha negligerce of tha Diocesa, a5 cutlined in Count Six, caused
William Dotson emoticral distrass, resuliing in illness & otlily hern es oullined

i Count Two.



OUNT EIMGHT: (Negligant Rizing snd Refention: Willtam Dofson v. the
Diccasea)

1, =22, Paragraghs 1. thvough 25, of Count One zre heraby reallsgad 2z
peragrEnns 1. through 23, of Count Eight 22 if fully s2t forth [ersin.

24 Whan hiring &nd retaining Bz<lyra 83 & priest, the Diccass hed &
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oty to evaluata whathar Bzcyrawas ftend ¢

priest of the Reman Cathofic Church.

23, The cioces knew or should have known that Bz<yra veas net fif
g1l competenit o serve g5 & priest end pastor of &4 Francis end &1 Hedwig o~ {0

provids spinitual instruction, guidarce 2nd counssing to mimors, inciuding William
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Datson, a7d knaw or should heva known that he

battering minors, including William D2tson.

ZOVIA WAas

. Hedwig.

urthar negligently refained Bzdyra in his position as

28, By determining that Bzoyra was fit end compstarit (o serve as &
priest 2ncd pastor of S Francis and St Hedwig, 1he Diotese was niegligant in o2

or more of {ha llowing ways:

g. in that it failad io periorm an eppronriste hackground
investigation of Bzoiyra;

b. in that it failed 1o pe~form en epproprizte paycniatric
evaluafion of Bzdvra;

C. in that it failed 0 properly evaluate Bzdyra during

10



[is tanure a5 g priest end pastor within tha Dictass; e

ad. in ihat it failed o propaily review end evaluata
Ezcdyra’s conduct while seving 23 2 priest and
pestor et &t Francis.

29,  Bzcyrawas netfit end comostarit io provide the duties of 2 priest
&1 pastor of St Francis and St Hedwig, end 10 ite parishiorars znd gar

9

evears, including William Datzon
30, A5 g result of the Diocese’s negliganaa in hiring end ref@ining

Ezdyra, Williaim D>tson suifsrad ha severa injurias 23 outlinad in Count Two.

COUNT NINE: (Negligaint Suvarvision: Willlam Datson v, tha Diocasa)

-

<

(\)

LanY
bl Ij o

— 22, Peragraphs 1. througn 23. of Count Ona gre herst

paragraohs 1. through 23, of Count Nine 23 if fully st forth herain.

24 fiter BzZyra hegan serving as & priest end pestor of St Francis
et St Hedwig, the Diccasa had & cduly io supavige ha periormance of Bzdyra

in his dutigs, inchiding his re’e in suosivising end providing spiritual instruction,

"1

guidance gnd counsaling o minors.
23, In breach of this duty, the Diccess failed 0 taks eppronrizte
measurss to pravent injury fo mnors, including William Daisan.

25,

t)

The Diocase permittad end encouraged Bzdyra ‘o supaivise end
instruct 2nd provida spiritual instruction, guidancs end counsaling o minars,
including William Datson, even though it knew or si~ould have known of Bzdvra's

=xual proclivitizs end prusient interasts.

=Y
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27.  The Docasae was negligant in its supanvision of Bztyra in one or

mora of tha following ways:
a in that it fz1led o propaily monitor BzZyra's condudct;
b. in ihat it gllowead Bzcyra o hava ur~um. rvizgd contact

vt minors in privaia avaas of St Francis and St Hedwig,
including the rectory erd 6 sita locations; and

c. in that it 2llowad Bzdvra o he 2lona with minors, infc.lucling
William Do son \.-H:\,n it kaaw of should have known that
coing 50 pesad & risk hat Bzdyra vrould sexually bhatter ther

2% Bzdyrawas not it and compsatent to provids tha services of 2 priest

&7l pastor o minors, includirg William Datson.

22, f£3 g result of tha Diocese’s negligent supanision of Bzdyma,

William Datson sufiared the severs injuries cullined in Count Two.
COUNMNT TEM: (Brezch of Fiduciary Duty: William Dofscn v. the

Docess)

(l)

!
Ny

- Paragramhs 1. through 23 of Count On2 are heraby reallegad a2
paragraots 1. through 23, 6f Count “an &= if fully sat forth herain.

24, [s eninstitution providing refigious and spiritual instruction and
guidamce o Roman Cetholic parishicnars and minors, includng William Datson,
the Diocese essumedd 1he dulies of & fiducizry in its re‘ationship vith William
Doison.

25, [f5 g fiduciary of William Dafson, The Diotasa had & duly (o
revresant end further William Dotson’s best inferasts in providing him aith
soiritual instruction, guidance and counssling, and in providing priests who we

it ancl compatant.

—_
™Y



26, Bzdyra was net {1t and compstant to provids William Daotson vith
spiritual instruction, guidance gxc counsating. Instead, Bz<yra presantad William

Dsfson with 8 ¢'ear end presant canger at he vould be sUbject o sexual

27. By provicing William Doison with & priest who was net fit or
comp&tanit, but rather cangsrus, incompstant znc unablg (o provaily provids

spirituzal instruction, guidancs end counsgiing, the Diccasea breachsd ifs dutias a5
Wiilliam Dotson’s fiduciary.
22, Tha breach of iis duties g3 g fiduciary of William Doisonwas

evbstantial and proximata causa of the eevara injurias suffarad by William

e
-
i

J
O
<L
o

son g5 cutlingd in Count Two.

COUNT ELEVEN: (Negligence: William Doisomn . 8t Fraencis and Sf.

1eowig)
— 2%, Paragrapts 1. — 23, of Count G2 ara lerady reallegsd a5
peragrat:s 1. through 23, of Count Fleven gs if set forth fully herain.
24, At elltimeas refevaint to this action, St. Francis 2nd S Hedwig had &
duiy not fo causa injury 1o minors, inciudirg William Dotson.
£~ | PR a4

25, In breach if thair dities, 86 Francis end St Hedwig were carsless

"d negligant in ona or mora of the following vays:

0.7

B. in ithat they permitted a1d encouragad Bzdyra (o use
private sreas Isefmqir.g o the Church including the rectory,
znd cther 6off s'2 locations, 10 counssl minors;

5. in that thay failad o have in place rw] es arct procaduraes
proehibiting prasts from counsaling minors

in private eareas belonging {c tha Churen in

gnal cihar off &2 locations;

ciucling the rectory



c. i that thay failed 1o propsily supeniss Bzdyra in oCer
o protact minors from hiarm

L
5
_)

af they kraw fhat priests in 2 Roman Cathalic Chureh
led Ebl d minor p:—"rah(crrrq It failed o iaks shequats
anti

\
Ka fha relation s."n', hetwaan
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mmnors en'l |h'~ [ri est 2 saie relationshin;

€. ir that thay failad o have in placs policias F“C] procadurss
fo reporting, investigating end removing clergy engagad in
sexual mmicordust;

f. in that { fr\\/ adnarad {0 a pelicy of aiscouraging tha
dissenmination of information regarding sexual misconduict of
its priest with minors;

G. in that thay glowad Ezdyra io have unsuparvised crie-on-
one contact with mimors, includirg Williesm Datson; 74,

1. ir that tay knaw or s~ould hava known 6f Ezeyra's sexual
proclivitizs end yet 100K o ection to protact minors, including
Williaim D2ison.

25, 2 carslassngss and negligancs of EL Francis end St Hedwig is 2
substantial end proximats causa of the injurias suffarad by William Dotson s et

=i

orth in Count Gna.

COUNT TWELVE; (Neghigent Infliction of Emafional Distress:
Williaim Dotson v. St Francis and 8. Hedwig)

r\

1. =23, Paragraphs 1. ihrough 22. of Count Ona & = hereby reallagsd &5

paragramis 1. — 23, of Count Twalve g5 if fully set fortn herain.
24, Tha Diccasa should hizva realizad ihat its conduct, 22 cutlinad in

Count Elevan, posad zn unreasanabie risk of causing William Dzson emotioral

cistiass, and that such o'strass mright result in illrass gnl/or hadily injury.

—\
-



25.  The conduct of St Francis andl 3% Hedwig, 22 oullingd in Count
Elevan, causad William Doison emoticnal <istrass, resulting in illress 2nd bhadlily

lierm a3 outlinad in Count Two.

COUNT THIRTEEN: (Ereach of Fiduckairy Duty: William Dofson v. St
Francis gnd St Heowig)

~ 23. Peragracs 1. througn 23. of Count One are lieraby realleged as

paragranhs 1. trougn 22, of Count Thirtaan es if fully sel forth herain.

24, Asinstituticns providing refigious end spivitual instruction znd
guicdance o Roman Catholic parisnicrers end mimors, including William Datson,
St Frencis eénd St Hedwig essuimad the duties of & fiduckary in their relationship

weith Whlliam Daotson.

N
O

A3 Fducizrigs of William Datson, St Frencis and St Hedwig had 2
duty to reprasent end futthsr William Datson's best interasts in providing him with
spifitual instruction, gridancs and counsaling, 2nd in providing priests who ve
fit end compatant.

2R Bzdyra was nel 7 end compatant (o provida Willlam Doison vith

spintual instruction, guidanoe enc counsaiing. Instead, Bzdyra presantzd William

Dotzon vith & clear and present dangsr that he vould be subjact fo sexual
hetiery i the hands o Bzdvra,

27. By providing William Daison with & priest who was not fit or
compstant, but rethar cangsrous, incompstant end unadla to proparly provide

sointual instrucion, guidancs and counsaling, St Francis and &t Hedwig

hreachssl 1 duties a3 WVilliam Dotzon’s fiduciariss.



%9}
i

sreach of it dutias g3 Tiduciarias of William Dotson was 2

N

substaritial end proximate causa of (he severs injurias suffarad by William
Doon g5 cutlingd in Count Two.
WRHEREFORE, Willizm Daigon clzims the followiing demages from the
oefencanis, exceediing $1%,000;

1. Monetary damages;

Puniiive da
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