
Reverend John M. McDevitt 

Biographical Information 
YEAR OF BIRTH: 
YEAR OF DEATH: 
ORDINATION: 

1924 
1999 
Unknown 

Employment/Assignment History 
1960's 
8/23/1982 

Bishop McDevitt School 
Transferred out of Diocese of Harrisburg 

Summary 

In reported to Chancellor Carol Houghton of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg that a man from Seven Sorrows in Middletown approached him. The 
man reported that Father John McDevitt of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales abused him. 
Houghton notified via e-mail. The man stated McDevitt kissed him in 
the confessional at Bishop McDevitt High School. The year of the abuse is unknown, but the 
reporting man was 50 years old in 2012. 

The Diocese of Harrisburg notified the Provincial for the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, 
Wilmington -Philadelphia Province of the abuse allegation. No other information was found in 
Diocesan records. 

However, on August 5, 2011, an article located on www.delawareonline.com reported 
the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales reached a $24 8 million settlement with survivors of abuse 
committed by priests. As part of the settlement, the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales released the 
names of 12 priests who either admitted to committing sexual abuse or sexual abuse allegations 
against them were substantiated. McDevitt was one of the 12 priests listed. 
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