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—_—- Addendum G —

I, James A. Colez"éﬂ.., Qurrently residing at 73 Mary Coburn Rd., Spring-
field, MA would like to state the folicwing:

1. T am the author of a beck entitled The CIRCIE which I publish-
ed and distributsd for sale threughcut the Greater Springfield¥in the ™ area
fall of 1970. 'Ihebco}cisbasedcnfactandrecordsmaiycftheﬁmi~
dents that actuzlly heppened in ecnnection with a group of teenage
boys of varicus ages frem 12 to 17. They czlled themselves the Circle
for reascns detailed in the beck.

-2. On pages 99 and 100 references are mzde to St. Jude's church
asthenameoft&édmmhmdpa:&s}gwheretherécmtewofthesfory
and many of the Circle gang members lived. St. Jude's is a synonym
for St. Catherina's .church on Parker St. in Springfield. (The parish
house does have a swimming peol there and the fimeral service for
Frank Archie was held at St, Catherine's chumch as detziled on p. 95.)
Also, Father Miffin (mentioned en Pages 99 and 100) is a syncnym .for
Father Griffin who was ‘the pestor at St. Catherine's at the time the

varicus events ccourred and the bock was written.

3. On pages 99 and 100 reference is made to Father Ravine. This
neme is a syncnym for Father Richawd lavigne who was a priest at St.
Catherine's church at the time the verious events ocanred and the
book was written. Furthermore, Father Lavigne's actions and general
behaviowr as written en Pages 98 ard 100 were written by me as acour-

ately as T could recall fram what the kids in the Circle told me at
the time.
4%, The follcwing is especially rertinent. On page 100 the racon-
. teur quotes the opinien expressed by same adults (in reference to Fa-
ther lavigne) who "figger that if re likes the kids so much, there
mst be sanething wrén% with him", ’

. 5. I knew Danny Croteau very well. He was well-adjusted, "open",
friendly, likeable #nd had a generzlly extrovertish perscnality. He
was not cverly aggressive but he wes cefinitely not the kind of boy
that anycne cculd "push around® ezsily, Furthermore, although many
of the Circle bovs lived in hi el ghbarhood al ith t
very well because 'theyecl?iﬁgdhlsandr%pectéd h:J}r!ie got along with them
- 6. Finally, Dammy Crotezu was NCT a member of the Circle and is
not menticned or represerrted in the bcok in any way...

Jtrzceg 7 (Zrrotee

: / James A. Coleman
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This book is dedicated to all my good friends in the

Gircle but especially to the memory of
- FRANK ARCHIE
whose tragic death at such a tead
and could ebeen:v?ideda. nder age was 30 unpecessary
- S

ﬂ Misundetstood
i

} Moran from the hopdess hife of
1 drug addict. But ane or mere of the boys in the gang may

PREFACE

This bock is based on actual events which have oceurred
while [ have been associated with a tcgna;g z aof bqys in
2 middle class neighborhood for seversi yesrs. 1 have seen
thei¢ problems developing, in many cases, directdly from
ignorant of negligent parents. But to be powerless to
prevent it, in most instances, is an agony in jtzeif.

who is 2 victim of “stupid™ aduits.
abused at home, he develops
antzgopism and defiance to his parents which he extends to

w-nic:! of the

§ 2dults o5 2 whole: His friends arc other boys of similar

backgrounds and attitades and they form a gang with
mutual interests, one of these being to “get back™ at the
adelts. All kinds of juvenile delinquency mnd violent

§ behavior are the result. This hook is their story — their

“sction” and the community’s reaction to their action.
Supﬁs‘i'l'fy, Mike Moran and his friends are not hopeless
“because Mike Moran's better qualities shine through many
tiznes. These plus the occasional guidance given by a rare
adult with anderstanding may be sufficient to save Mike
the habitral eriminal or

not escape for reasons detailed in the story.
Some incidents have been modified for various reasons.

[

| The boyy’ nnmesghtoo, have been changed tt; protect ::'ii
ty. Despite these changes the story
& ts an accarate pictnre of Ze Circle gung. ..

e TN

While this is a book about teenagers written for
teenagers. it is hoped that .adulis who read it, especially

parents of teemagers, will Ezm a dmﬁ;insighx into the
chavior. Thi:

complexities of tecnage should permit

grutl.’e.' understanding and tolerance of teenagers in general.
And therein lies my main reason for writing this book.

James A. Coleman

Springfield, Mass.

eptember, 1969

Mike Mormt, the hero and racontzur of this story, & -
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catch us when we run In thers. They sure oy hg . ike stupid adults! :
sometimes, though. - 7 Mo 'é’,f‘,;g‘:.:yl; start hanging out at the Cirdle. Since it’s kind
Anyway, the adults decide to build 3 library alongsi; { hidden we ean smoE,:m there without getrng cavght,
the shopping center. We Jike the fibrary ‘causs we can plgy. had to drive the lhittle kids away, though. “cause we
aon the front lawn. But that’s only ‘tiil old Miss B!:mdfg oldn’t take a chance of any of them squealing on us. For
the librarian, eafls the cops and they chase us off. We g, noking, | mean. And the Big Acres don't bother us *cause
them that’s the only place we can play foothall Taey tedy ., seill- hang around their cars in the parking lot. They
us o play back in the fislds. We tell them we can’t ‘cay dont like to leave their cars alone ‘canse ey re afraid well
the fieldsare rough and we sprain our ankles and get 5. one for 3 jor rde sometime. And we did once, too!
banged up on the rocks. But the stupid cops say we got s+ 71 tell you about that later.
n!ove'eausehbcyg‘otordmtommuscff. Like I say, we started ing around at the Circle and
. That old bag Miss Blandford sure B a mean old bitcyy - soon becomes Bike our official hangout. We ¢an play all
Like when we're cold and stand inside the front daor to gl i1 ds of gamea like “Jail™ where we run op and down the
warm she tries to throw us out. We tell her we're eold it mounds and take tums eapturing gnys and making
she says it makes no difference. She says we're blocking iy re.ve Eke they'e in jail. The fun comes in when we start
entrance and we got to go- We used to go but not no mor besting an them like the cops do downtown to make them
Jeff Kopehek feu real prssed at her one dav and tefls hey ccafess to something. We gamble 2 lot with cards at the
g0 fuck hersell.- So now she doem’t boiher uS 50 Mo Cirele, too. The stakea ain't too high ‘cause nome of us has
anymore. . - - too much bread. Just enongh for our cigs. And even them
Behind the library there's this big old tree. So the ¢ we swipe half the time at Acre Drugs. . -
codgess that are Planning 2 park on all the empty hn We never figger to start a gang or anything like that at
around the center figger it's so nice and quiet ke therce Jo s Bue things start o h??‘ﬂ which draw us together
would make 2 'zood reading atea. I guess the idea was Bke. Like the time Candy Kohn has her trouble. Tt starts
people could get hooks from the library and go back the out just about likz any other day. About ten of us are at
and read them, So ‘the codgers put a brick walk in arous, the Circle doing what we'rc usually doing. Four of mem
the tree with some benches sort of in a circle facing & “mm Pat Wilkes s hacking away at one o
tree. Then they J)ut a big mound of dirt with on it ind henches with 2 new knife he'd swiped somewhere. Wil
eircle around the brick area. The whale thing wasycin Bogart is bricks out of the walk and seeing how
of nice looking when it was first done. - . . g e cm pile them without the-bricks failing aver. Bob Cobb
_Tb:{ had "2 big- dedication thing soon after it wa and Paul Cirelli are out on ane of the tree Limbs trying &
finished. The mavor and the president of the parf bend it to the ground. They finally get it down just as it
department and other codgers came ont and made sp breaks off. .. '
o ’mf.f. like ‘hatt—'ulhevtﬁ even hadthz bronzz:.i tablet with Sm}ky'g riding his bike up and down t!::d dirt monnds
some writing an jt that they put in the proun next to the ways does, he’s poking somebody every time
tree. But I'didn® go to thci:iedicaﬁongr:ause I doa™t g ;:é,‘ mmgh];lun. m rcalp;::‘nﬂ:gOf course. Just hard
en

much for that erap. Some of the went, though, an _ £ th “till they want to kil
“"{,}‘ m“;'-fni*- wbout the G :“ d e m”m"""z,.”{’é.‘:l‘i him, fhmmgh. ‘cause qst-ﬂrkg’:mreﬂ
¢ sort of forgot about the Circle nntil we see nobady'§ ; 's dodging all th laughing his skinny
eres there. The stupid adult o all this work on the i 1, So Storky’s © glyn T e b
and then they just ignore it. There isn even 2 window in Bogart tri & Sto and makes like he
the back of the library where anybody can see what's going hmd. Butm;hﬁ,muﬁ"@m torky. Storky comes
on in the Ciccle. Even old eagle eye Blandford doesn't seem tiding over the mound, swoops down and knocks s
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Pat’s kind of prond of how he got the old man to . Ve alf think about thar 4 few minutes. Thea Pat Wilkes

e
A couple of nights before his old man'’s §9t 10 cigare =l ‘
and iapdying fﬁn 2 smoke and it’s too late for qun.to b ;"‘jesu; was a head, you know. "
them anywhere. Pat knows about the aicoting cra - | don't know why he says that but [ get 1o thinking
gets enough of them himself, so ke figoers he 11 win the ) sbout this religion stuff snd whae happens at our church’
man over. Pat's old man knows he smokes AW That’s St. Jude's where the pool s and where we have
notices some of his e‘gi:gone lots of times when the'gly Arty's faneral serviee I told yoa abour before. Fail
man’s around. So Pat whips out his pack and says to his g MEifn b in this young pricst g fow months back. His -
%P have one of mine.” - - h:mng:ri:aﬁn;ghau;:mtg'uyhcis!hﬂ&ekids
? . - cause he i a H
The old:!:an kind of Ninks and takes it and novw [l 5K parks g’ﬂ':}" ot. Like he gets some
m3p cigs all the time. - - Fiptre
been smoking since I'm about ten. I used to | v ;

meak th-m zﬂkgghme,too,u!lmyhsthﬂhdz_vwhq <

Gfteen. 'i’hcnmyoldladytelhmshcgrnsmeamj
i present. She's gi’omg to let me smoke now. S5 B

oY
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puifing al over the house now. My little brothess Suyil! 4 ! - s

sisters thﬁ I'ma bi;g’;ynow v all the time jus3get Hhose post great! e like canuts.

?l:':uwb(_:ys ::nvI;Xg; Ezsngow I got to hide them & : ine’s got m;an different iéa:& about the

; * g - ry- t i real - umh 3+

:hanlﬂs:lrpﬁhefore ﬂ_lesﬂemepenm::ion!hg‘ .Eoiymmlgsmeaiﬁ;‘

ﬁnkshe!etmemokemmshecanmyem_vc:g:. building in M !MMButthat'sdlm:got_ne |
All of 2 sudden Bob Cobb says, L d@orch, T mean.. s no tion - e "
"I’miumkiﬂ myself when I get older. : owling allevs Bke the other -d‘"c“’! bave. Even 0 o
Why?"Isays. =~ - otestant ehurch on the comer has mecting rocms and .

eial rooms and a kitchen i the basement here they have

“Because Kfe’s too boring,” he says. *Therei B -
‘ ‘. and Joovies for the kids and stuff like .that, Al

mythin® to°do.™ d
‘ ﬂilkguystoln’m, ‘ : " ye got i87a church where we go-one hoara week 'on -
) jnstm'tmkeit.You’mchicken-.‘ o nday. When »e go, that is. All the rest of the timeé aff -
_ “And I dont care. where I go when I die, eith ;  stoe and marble fust s i
~ZMaybe youll go to bell,” I says. ¥
“I don™t ieﬁmeg?n that erap about hell,” Wiikes

",How about Jesus?™ I says to him “Do you }
m-n . R;

' ’ajlntonetbingaboutthztjmu i 1t
E”Wﬂka'uys.“ﬂowmmcaﬂtheguys t seen

cad?™ ;
Bobuy:,'lfyonsawhim,you'db?mmd
0. Boy, if he suddenly appeared here right nWs JE
ght over that tree!™ ; -

Faple spend so much maoney on the beautiful chyreh they
it none left over for i Thﬁ .
¢ Fy hangmg around and dgj stuff, € vandalism and
mcetbat.bnttbey ":gmaplaceb .

never
; So what Bappens “with - ather Ravine is gl.:at Father
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MifSin and the other old codgers and bags in the gy
1

L5

getion.” whatever that mes
e we can, though. Cur old-
E We suee get a kick out of

don™t hike him wanting to change things. They figges
o h &:m business thinking ahout_anythmg but l‘zgsion: cond the area do cause 1
v figger if he likes the kids % much, there mmiils, the time the codgers at
something mni:‘i&: bim. They don’t understand him g ner challenged us to 3 bax
. they get rid of him and send him away to another 5 wp tells me maybe the guy

but dont know how.
s the minister there and

We were going to a petition and '

Faths:;'ﬁﬁavine ﬁn:kg -but‘ewte ‘l:" it’s no goo';.y ;

Miffin's too old to change and the adults are too stupid WM.t was some ball zame. B

After Father Ravine leavea the kids that belong w5ulilem akright! He's shding in

church can’t stand going there mse.lg:ebodngu Sialey o Paul Cirelli and Kieth
sxme |

- jus:sitﬁn.gandkner_ﬁngghman  the : e knees hacd oa his back.
mrySund_ay.Audl_is&n%rt-oFathcr S man Bean has to go to the
start sesking off t6 the lc on Sunday momingiJ¥helied be can hardly walk yet. %

feet to that T
Anyway, while we're shoo
y I'm tefling you about Mr

.. guys that don’t with their olds I mean. W
g:zdingforch but dnek back towards the Ci

: as it’s safe. We sit,aromnd there only talking ‘caus
 horse around and méss up our clothes our olds will get ou guys going to the me

- . OneSnndﬁmomingl:r.Bmusa_ttheCird: meeting?” we all s
. comes over. We tell kim why we dont to SEIRUEN=Y.l,” he says, “the a

- : anymore and.he understands. Hes with us. e wed over all the vand
" we need some kind of religious stuff on Sunday me pened around herc the p

E he gets us talking:about stuff ke wheré the woddl: blic ‘mecting at Kiley !
.~ &.‘;é‘é‘;‘.{;{ tolor_Jesus was, and stuff Bike that. ; *j.[,.-.t_m:f :;out "
i ‘think of it:beforeibut if Jesus is born ovex there: you guys are responsible
N _those Arabs are and he's supposed to be an ordix hat things?™ Pat Witkes
just-like them, then he must be dark just Eke th T e T
. ]u‘nsdmust hht heﬁn athc%omm!ﬁB;; We all look at Pat Wilkes
fetures and statues he's white. How do you : g the thing’s sericus and
, P 8 sells s stories about what the church % i wad M
when it's getting -started and how th made tha m we go to this public:

. Of course,” he says. Yo
s 25 anyone else. You®
Ades, !"think youll fis

A kit lions ‘cruse they're religious, md Gabileo fign

ﬁip, and all that stoff. I sure wish the old

around then. We'd have taken care of some of those 5
fuckers. We'd have kicked thei:il ass.‘m”i o ) fresting.
Anyway, wete having-such a time witit] A the guys they wa
interesting discussions with Mr. B on Sunday mosal They nE:zt ;::{e abqout f
more md more kids come every week. When Mr. B3 Xinow too many of then
happening be stops comi over. He tells us he docs the stores around th

mbeapmchermdthatthcwayaﬂtbekiﬂﬂ" pbors. None of our olds
to. the Cirde he might get busted for ~abew Y beeak. But, then,we dit
] -1
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